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I 
n an event specially created for Turner Sims 
Southampton, the London Sinfonietta        
celebrate the work of Edgard Varèse on      
Tuesday 20 April at 8pm.  

 
Writing music 50 years ahead of his time and hailed 
as the 'father of electronic music', French-American 
composer Edgard Varèse wrote under three hours of 
music in his entire career, and influenced the work of 
countless musicians and composers, including      
Pierre Boulez, John Cage, Olivier Messiaen, Joan 
Miró, Le Corbusier, Karlheinz Stockhausen, Iannis 
Xenakis, Frank Zappa, Charlie Parker and             
Radiohead.  

The London Sinfonietta is an English chamber       
orchestra based in London. The ensemble          
specialises in contemporary music and works across 
a wide range of genres, including music by         
electronica artists as well as folk and jazz musicians. 
Through regular collaborations with choreographers, 
video artists and film-makers, the ensemble places 
new music at the heart of contemporary culture.  
 
Tonight, joined by American music expert Professor 
David Nicholls, the London Sinfonietta present    
some of Varese’s key works alongside music by           
composers who influenced him. The programme   
includes Varèse’s celebrated Poème électronique, 
which will be performed alongside a showing of the 
abstract film created for the piece by Swiss-French 
architect, designer, urbanist, writer and painter, Le 
Corbusier.  
 
I hope you will join us for a fascinating evening with 
this renowned orchestra.  

A feast of Varèse 


